
THE
GLASS

MENAGERIE

The Premiere Playhouse Presents

Perhaps I'm 

walking 

along a 

street 

at night,

in some 

strange city

March 14 - 17, 2024

By TennesSee Williams

P R E S E N T SP R E S E N T S
THE PREMIERE PLAYHOUSE



March 14 - 17, 2024

WARNINGS
Please be aware that this production contains the use of 
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It’s time to stop making excuses. The peace of mind 
you get after a colonoscopy is worth it. It’s the best 
way to prevent and detect one of the deadliest cancers. 
In fact, your doctor can remove precancerous polyps 
during the procedure if necessary. That’s right – before it 
even turns to cancer. 

No butts about it, schedule your 
colonoscopy starting at 45. 

Schedule your colonoscopy  
at Avera.org/ColonExperts 

or call 605-504-1400.

Get a Colonoscopy, 

No
About It

B tts



The Glass Menagerie was one of my first backstage experiences in a rehearsal room 
for a non-musical play, and was definitely my introduction to one of my favorite 
playwrights, Tennessee Williams. My freshman year of high school our theatre 
department was taking their previous year’s production of The Glass Menagerie to 
the state conference, a performance I had seen and admired. I got to become Tom’s 
personal quick change dresser, which was just the beginning of my exploration 
into this character’s mind. Since this experience, I have seen this play in production 
countless times (two of which were life-changing Broadway revivals) and have 
re-read it several times, in addition to devoting a portion of my graduate studies 
uncovering the magic of Tennessee Williams’ repertoire of poetic plays.

There is much to think about and uncover from The Glass Menagerie, but what I find 
to be one of the most helpful lessons in this play is learning to honor the past, live in 
the present, and look forward to the future without finding yourself stuck in one of 
these concepts of time for too long. Our major characters in The Glass Menagerie 
are struggling with their attachments to their own personal desires and protections, 
and it isn’t until one of them flies from the nest that their authentic interaction 
with present reality is activated. It is definitely an eye-opening experience for the 
spectator, one I ask you to embrace.

Our production looks to honor Williams’ original intent for the piece to be a “memory 
play”, which means that it is dimly lit, sentimental, and not so realistic. He believed in 
the power of “plastic theatre”, which uses symbolism as a focus for the collaboration 
of stage designs and effects in order to tell a story that focuses on conveying a 
closer sense of truth, but again, not necessarily reality – he thought just reality on 
stage was boring, and frankly, I agree. I hope that you enjoy our iteration of The 
Glass Menagerie, the first performance of our Passion Projects program, an annual 
creative endeavor driven by our community of artists’ passion for storytelling. 
This team of actors, managers and creatives have worked together to bring you 
something unique, and I think it shows

This production wouldn’t be possible without
our sponsors and partners, so thank you to
De & Dave Knudson, StartUp Sioux Falls,
Crave Food + Drink, and Dickinson Travel for
supporting local theatre in Sioux Falls.

Oliver Mayes 
Managing Artistic Director

Managing Artistic Director’s NoteManaging Artistic Director’s Note





Ryan is thrilled to be in the first Passion Project production with The 
Premiere Playhouse. Previously he was in The Odd Couple: Female 
Version as Monolo. The Little Mermaid in the ensemble and is looking 
forward to being a part of Hair’s ensemble. Ryan is excited to bring 
life to one of Tennessee Williams’ great works with his fellow cast 
members.

Ryan Harrison / Tom

Tony Falk is thankful to be involved with the first annual Passion Project 
with The Premiere Playhouse. Tony is fresh from the cities and hopes 
to continue to be involved in future productions with The Premiere 
Playhouse. Tony hopes you enjoy this timeless classic.

Tony Falk / Jim

Meet The CastMeet The Cast

Kjerstin Smith is honored to be a part of the inaugural TPP Passion 
Project and is grateful to work with a stupendous team.  She started 
acting in her basement, directing (bossing) her sisters and taking all 
the good parts for herself.  Local productions include Mamma Mia!, 
The Odd Couple, It’s A Wonderful Life, Stop Kiss and A Christmas Carol. 
She thanks her parents for giving her the gift of imagination.

Kjerstin Smith / Amanda

Mo is excited to be part of the first Passion Projects production. 
Previous experience with The Premiere Playhouse includes writing The 
Theater at Night, directing Annie Jr., and performing in shows such as 
The 39 Steps (Clown #2) and Lend Me a Tenor (Maggie Saunders). Mo 
is the writer and producer of Fear Falls Radio Theatre, a collaboration 
with local performers sharing original monster stories in the style of 
‘40s radio plays.

Mo Hurley / Laura



Production TeamProduction Team

Abby is thrilled to be a part of The Premiere Playhouse’s first annual Passion Project as the assistant 
director. Abby has previously directed Shrek Jr. with TPP’s educational program and is honored to 
continue her passion for directing in this very special project. You have seen Abby before on stage in 
The Little Mermaid, Grease, and soon to be Hair as a dancer. She hopes you feel the passion behind this 
breathtaking play.

Abby Schwedhelm / Assistant Director

Joseph is ecstatic to be apart of the first production of the TPP Passion Project! Hes been seen in the 
first ever Premiere Premieres as the Director of Theater at Night. He also ASM for this year’s Premiere 
Premieres. When not doing theatre Joseph is either writing short scripts or enjoying time with his 
girlfriend Sam and cat Mochi!

Joseph Karnof / Assistant Stage Manager

Elizabeth is thrilled that TPP’s inaugural Passion Project is her first production as Stage Manager.  She’s 
been behind the scenes of Premiere Premieres(‘23, ASM) Cinderella(crew), Grease(ASM), The Little 
Mermaid(ASM), A Christmas Carol(ASM), and ASM of Premieres again this February. When she’s not 
orchestrating backstage elements, Elizabeth orchestrates preschoolers at HopeCare. Many thanks to 
this cast, team, and my husband. You make it fun!

Elizabeth Wintering / Stage Manager

Oliver’s first adventure directing a Tennessee Williams play was The Eccentricities of a Nightingale 
at the University of South Dakota, a production that earned him a Commendation of Achievement in 
Direction from the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival. He is thrilled to be directing a 
Williams piece again, the one that got him hooked. Oliver is the recipient of several theatrical honors, a 
scholarship alumnus of the Kennedy Center Directing Intensive and an associate member of the Stage 
Directors & Choreographers Society. He holds an MFA in Theatre Directing from University of South 
Dakota and a BFA in Music Theatre from AMDA College of the Performing Arts.

Oliver Mayes / Director, Producer, Lighting Curator

Malia (they/he) is ecstatic to be part of the inaugural Passion Projects as Sound Designer. You have 
heard their work in The Theatre at Night, Grease, and A Christmas Carol, as well on the podcasts Class 
Action, Divided Families and Edge Case. For more information on their work, visit malialukomski.com

Malia Lukomski / Sound Curator

Brittney graduated from the University of South Dakota in May 2022 with a degree in Costume Design 
and Construction. Her most recent credits are directing the world premiere of The Theater at Night 
and costume designing Grease, The Penguin Project’s Seussical Jr., The Little Mermaid, and A Christmas 
Carol.

Brittney Lewis / Costume, Hair, & Makeup Curator

Amber is enjoying being a part of TPP’s first Passion Project as the Set & Props Designer. This is her first 
production at The Premiere Playhouse on production crew, but has been on staff for almost 3 years. 
Through this experience she has been able to come back to her skills from her college degree in Interior 
Design and her love of antiques. She hopes you enjoy the play!

Amber Sumner / Scenic & Properties Curator
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To view our full list of generous friends, 
sponsors, and partners, check our our 

digital version of this program available 
below!

www.thepremiereplayhouse.com/programs

Dated TermsDated Terms

This play is a memory of the 1930’s, and in turn, consists of dated language that is 
not relevant or welcome in today’s society, particularly at The Premiere Playhouse. 
One example of this is Amanda’s reference to a “colored boy”, an indication of the 
time period and class level she was brought up in. Audience members will recog-
nize her delusional anecdotes in the dialogue as a lesson in the missteps our country 
historically has made in the sphere of slavery. Because of this, the term has not been 
omitted from the dialogue. Another example of dated terminology in the script are 
the references to Laura being “crippled”. A word that, thankfully, became unaccept-
able in the 1970’s was unfortunately of use in the 1930’s. Believed to have suffered 
from a spinal cord infection at a young age, Laura is left with one leg slightly longer 
than the other. Her temporary illness but permanent, slight spinal misalignment was 
apparently a signal during this decade for folks to call her “crippled”, which in today’s 
society we understand to be inappropriate, but also, inaccurate. In order to accu-
rately depict this important topic, the word has not been omitted from the dialogue. 
We thank our audience members for engaging in an enlightening performance with 
us!

Digital ProgramDigital Program
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Our full list of generous friends, sponsors, 
and partners are recognized below!



EXECUTIVE PRODUCER ($10,000+)

PRODUCER ($5,000+)

CNA Surety

SPONSOR ($1,000+)

AARP South Dakota
Bigelow, Charles and Kari

Cole, Kevin
Cowan, Randy & Ann
Crave Food & Drink

Davenport, Evans, Hurwitz & Smith, LLP
Dickinson Travel
Haverly, Tammi
Jennings, Sarah

Joyce DeGroot Community Theater Endowment of the SFACF
Kniep, Bekki

Lloyd Properties
Modern Woodmen

Sandhills Global Inc.

Friends of The Premiere PlayFriends of The Premiere Playhousehouse

Sanford, T. Denny
First PREMIER Bank

The Wanda Covington 
Endowment Foundation
MLAEA Charitable Fund 

of the SFAFC
Weisser, Kathy & Bob

Culver’s
Knudson, De & Dave

SDN Communications

Cimarron Label
Gannett Foundation

Sanford Health
First National Bank
Kirby, Dan & Arlene
Dr. Kirke & Dorothy 
Wheeler Foundation

Giving Hope Inc
Sioux Falls Area 

Community Foundation

South Dakota Arts Council



LEAD ROLE ($500+)

SPOTLIGHT ($25+)

Tiffany Ardoin, James Boeding, Kelly Boyd, First Interstate 
Bank, Mark & Nancy Hallenbeck, Janice Nicolay, Sioux Empire 

United Way, State Theater, Steve Veenhof

Carrie Aaron, Heather Allmindinger, KB Bankowski, Adam Barrett, Sophie 
Beers, Susan Bentz, Liz Bergstrom, Jennifer Beyer, Gail Blocker, Donna 
Bofenkamp, Christopher Bouwman, Deborah Bowen, Katelyn Boyd, Beth 
Boyens, Scott Brady, Larry Caldwell, Ronald & Kay Christensen, Julie 
Clark, Linda Coombs, Leslie Cooper, William Daugherty, Kevin Dick, 
Marsha Englert, Sheryl Faber, Carol Flynn, Gail Fuller, Kyle & Jenny 
Goldammer, Brian Griebel, Christy Green, Karen Groeneveld, Carole 
Hamerin, Devin Heesch, Doug Herron, Ezra Hunter, Jesse Jensen, Sarah 
Johansen, Emma Jungemann, Thomas Kapusta, Kathleen Kersey, Dick & 
Cindy Koch, Kimberly & Robert Kontz, Bill & Joyce Kubat, Ginny Laferriere, 
Jennifer Larsen, Valerie Loudenback, Brenda Ludens, Maddie Lukomski,  
Colleen Maguire, Bruce Mair, Scot Mannschreck, Christiane Maroun 
Sulaiman, Maggie Mayes, Oliver Mayes, Gene & Susan McGowan, Kay 
McLain, Sharon Meile, Douglas Menkel, June Mikkelson, Chris Montoya, 
Elliot Moore, Emily Moore, Sean Mueller, Todd Nelson, Chris Nelson, Erika 
& Reynold Nesiba, Matt Nesmith, Alex Newcomb Weiland, Terry Nielson, 
Alexanderia Nissen, Scott Ostman, Piper Sandler Foundation, Mo Plastow, 
Dale Potts, Terry & Susan Prendergast, Otis & Nada Priester, Mike Richards, 
James Roberts, Matthew Salerno, John & Pat Schlimgen, Teresa Schulte, 
Red & Irene Shannon, Kjerston Smith, Rachel Smith, Stacie Soderstrom, 
Todd Spomer, Dawn Stephens, Clinton Store, Rhonda Strasser, Amber & 
Matthew Sumner, Todd & Shari Sumner, Mark Swanson, Thrivent Insurance, 
Sarah Tuntland, Jon Vaske, Barb Vavruska Fish, Shirley Vehle, Daniel Vine, 
Jessica Weber, Donald Weiland, Mandie Weinandt, Bob Wendland, Stuart 

E. Wenzel, Tanya Wenzel, Kenna Wieczorek, Graham Wilson

Friends of The Premiere PlayFriends of The Premiere Playhousehouse
SPONSOR ($1,000+)

Nelson, Bob
Norman and Melanie Bliss Family Fund of the SFACF

StartUp Sioux Falls
Virginia Harrington Charitable Fund of the SFACF

Wellmark
Weiland, Richard & Stacey

Sponsor a show today at thepremiereplayhouse.com/sponsorships!



THANK YOU TO
FIRST PREMIER

The Premiere Playhouse would like to take this 
opportunity to express our heartfelt appreciation to First 

Premier - Our sponsor for Seasons 19, 20, 21, and 22!

Donor’s SpotlightDonor’s Spotlight



Custom print 
and marketing
solutions for
your business.
From marketing materials to signage, 
and everything in between, the experts at 
AlphaGraphics can help your brand 
get noticed and get business. 

MARKETING SIGNS TECHNOLOGYPRINT

605.334.7333
www.us451.alphagraphics.com

www.aoksanitaryservice.com

 

Hear what you’ve been missing.

Melissa Baker, 
M.A., CCC-A, FAAA

We are an advanced hearing practice that specializes in 
diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of hearing loss 

for all ages.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-5pm • Fri 9am-12pm
429 W 69th St • Sioux Falls, SD 

(Southwest Corner of 69th St. and Minnesota Ave.)

22-23 WINNER

605.610.2886 •  siouxfallshearing.com

Elizabeth “Libby” Benson, 
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA







From work days to weekends, we bake scrumptious  
cookies that are sure to make every day sweeter! 

With over 20 flavors of cookies baked fresh every  
day, we can satisfy your sweet tooth and celebration 
needs! We also serve gluten-free cookies, brownies, 
ice cream, ice cream treats, and can cater  
any size celebration! 

Call 605-275-0060 or Order Online!

 701 N Phillips Ave, Suite 120 • Sioux Falls, SD 57104
 ORDER ONLINE: siouxfallscookies.com

MON-THUR: 10AM - 8PM
FRI-SAT: 10AM - 9PM 
SUN: 11AM - 6PM 

baking
your day
sweeter



      (605) 336-2880   
      info@dehs.com  
      davenportevans.com

Before Davenport Evans lawyer Mike Srstka 
practiced business law, he toured with the 
U.S. Air Force Heartland of America Band. 
  

Davenport Evans is proud to support the Arts.



CELEBRATING OUR 92ND SEASON

THE STARLETS
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2024
The Starlets take you on a musical journey through the 50s & 60s. This powerhouse female
vocal trio performs the sounds of pop, doo wop, R&B, and Motown, and dazzles audiences 
with their fabulous costumes, sizzling choreography, and audience engagement. Their repertoire 
includes familiar hits like “My Boyfriend’s Back,” “These Boots Are Made For Walking,” 
and “Stop! In The Name Of Love.”

IRELAND’S GREATEST SHOWMAN
STARRING DAVID SHANNON | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2023
Often referred to as Ireland’s Greatest Showman, David Shannon has been singing
professionally for more than 25 years and is renowned for his engaging performance style
and charming personality. Along with David’s powerful vocals, he also incorporates the violin, 
Irish bodhran and multi-media into his concerts. His repertoire is an exciting mix of classic 
Irish songs and selections from his starring roles on Broadway and London’s West End.

SOUNDS OF SILENCE TRIBUTE
SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2024
The Sounds of Silence Tribute journeys back in time to the 1970s Greenwich Folk 
Village Scene, to a timeless era of music when lyrics and melody meant something more. 
Award winning musicians Steven Delopoulos and Johnny Phillips are known for their 
unique sound, energetic live shows, and introspective lyrics underscored by their 
remarkable musicianship. Their concert features the music of Simon & Garfunkel, 
Bob Dylan, John Denver, Cat Stevens, Don McLean, and more.

BENNIE & THE JETS
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2024
Bennie & the Jets is the premier Elton John tribute. Led by Greg Ransom on piano 
and vocals, this group has performed around the world for a variety of audiences. 
In honor of his 2022 farewell tour, this concert offers audiences the opportunity to 
relive Elton John’s iconic catalog of music, including “Candle in the Wind,” 
“Can You Feel the Love Tonight,” and “Rocket Man.”

ALL CONCERTS AT THE WASHINGTON PAVILION
ADULT MEMBERSHIP FIVE CONCERTS AT $185

SINGLE CONCERT TICKETS AVAILABLE AUGUST 16 - $40 EACH
CONTACT THE WASHINGTON PAVILION BOX OFFICE FOR TICKETS 605.367.6000

THE SUITS
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2023
Suits are comprised of four dynamic gentlemen performing four genres of hit music across 
four decades. The group fuses smooth choreography and tight harmonies with exciting
showmanship and fun audience interaction, and takes audiences on a journey from the 
50s through the 80s. Their repertoire features recognizable hits like “Oh What A Night,” 
“My Girl,” Signed, Sealed, Delivered,” and more!







402 n main avenue
605-444-4266 • dadagastropub.com
all ages • tues - sat • open at 4pm
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When your business, group or
organization needs to stand out,
contact Queen On The Scene for
custom enamel pins. 

Put Your Business
In The Spotlight.

*Queen On The Scene is the proud creator of the
 '120 Club Pin' for The Premiere Playhouse.

 

www.QueenOnTheScene.com



CNA Surety is a 
proud supporter 
of The Premiere 
Playhouse and  
the arts.
cnasurety.com

“CNA” is a registered trademark of CNA Financial Corporation. 
Certain CNA Financial Corporation subsidiaries use the “CNA” 
trademark in connection with insurance underwriting and claims 
activities. Copyright © 2023 CNA. All rights reserved. 923 4449







WWeeaalltthh

100 S Phillips Ave, Sioux Falls

(605) 335-5180

fnbsf.com

LISTEN LOCAL
Sharing expert insights from around the country and local stories from 
right here in South Dakota to help you improve your financial life. Scan 
the QR code to listen to our financial education podcast!

Popular episodes:
• From Big Debt to Big Impact
• Retirement Planning Is More Than Just Numbers
• Financial Hacks for Young Professionals
• How We Money: Overcoming the Odds




