THE PREMIERE PLAYHOUSE

PRESENTS

ORPHEUM

THEATER CENTEHR

March 20 - 30, 2025

www.thepremiereplayhouse.com




th IBI
f dd Wkw

WEW@

PI)’h il h h
|oosF’h"p A

ZW

ThS F||Cmm e &
Theatre rebrands to The

QF

flrstNatlonaBanK



March 20 - 30, 2025

THE PREMIERE
PLAYHOUSE

Presents
William Shakespeare’s

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM

Composer/Music Director Stage Director Choreographer

Janice Gilbert Jeff Larsen Leigh Spencer

Stage Manager Costume, Hair & Makeup Scenic Designer

Michelle Smith Designer Jill Clark
Brittney Lewis

Properties Coordinator Lighting & Sound Designer
Abby Kustak Alex Pikiben

WARNINGS

Please be aware that this production contains the use of light
atomspherics for those who are sensitive to those effects.
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Hear what you've been missing.

We are an advanced hearing practice that specializes in
diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of hearing loss
for all ages.

BAKER AUDIOLOGY
& HEARING AIDS

605.610.2886 * siouxfallshearing.com

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-5pm ¢ Fri 9am-12pm
429 W 69th St e Sioux Falls, SD
(Southwest Corner of 69th St. and Minnesota Ave.)




Donor’s Spotlight O

THANK YOU TO
FIRST PREMIER

The Premiere Playhouse would like to take this
opportunity to express our heartfelt appreciation to First
Premier - Our sponsor for Seasons 19, 20, 21, and 22!

First PREMIER Bank

Member FDIC

PREMIER Bankcard




O Friends of The Premiere Playhouse

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER ($10,000+)

Sanford, T. Denny Sanford Health
South Dakota Arts First National Bank
Council

Kirby, Dan & Arlene
First PREMIER Bank

Cowan, Randy & Ann

The Wanda Covington
Endowment Foundation Dr. Kirke & Dorothy
Wheeler Foundation

MLAEA Charitable
Fund of the SFAFC Giving Hope Inc

Weisser, Kathy & Bob Sioux Falls Area
Community Foundation
Culver’s
Midco Communications
Knudson, De & Dave

Midwest
SDN Communications Communications
Gannett Foundation Results Townsquare
Media

GilChrist Foundation
PRODUCER ($5,000+)

Davenport, Evans, Hurwitz Marl'__y Chilton DAR
& Sm|th LLP oundation
First Bank & Trust Native Nations Cannabis
Haverly, Tammi & Jon Sandhills Global Inc.

Lloyd Proglertles & Property South Dakota Humanities
oldings Council

Marketbeat Tuntland, Sarah



Friends of The Premiere Playhouse O

SPONSOR ($1,000+)

Arts Midwest GIG Fund, Avera, Charles and Kari Bigelow, CNA
Surety, Kevin Cole, Crave Food & Drink, Dickinson Travel,
Effervescent Voice Academy, First Interstate Bank, Furniture
Mart USA, Gordon Flesch Company, Marty Hagemann (In loving
memory of Theamarie Hagemann), Sarah Jennings, Joyce DeGroot
Community Theater Endowment of the SFACF, Bekki Kniep, Koch
Hazard, Lamar Advertising, Luxury Auto Mall of Sioux Falls, Inc,
Mary Chilton DAR Foundation, Mary’s Mountain Cookies, Modern
Woodmen, Natural Grocers, Bob Nelson, Norman and Melanie
Bliss Family Fund of the SFACF, Misty Smoot Cotton, Melinda
Sorensen, Todd & Erica Stahl, StartUp Sioux Falls, State Theater,
Clinton Store, Amber & Matthew Sumner, Trucks-N-Trykes,
Virginia Harrington Charitable Fund of the SFACF, Steve Veenhof,
Wellmark, Kirke & DaNeil Wheeler

LEAD ROLE ($500+)

AARP South Dakota, ABC Rentals, Alphagraphics, AOK Sanitation,
Tiffany Ardoin, Baker Audiology, Barrel House, James Boeding,
Jamie Bowden, Kelly Boyd, Dakota Vascular, Dental Wellness, Fair
Tax, Inc., Nadene & James Fishback, Mark and Nancy Hallenbeck,
Hjellming Construction, Thomas Kapusta, Kimberly & Robert Kontz,
Levitt at the Falls, Bruce Mair, Todd Nelson, Scott Ostman, Pizza
Ranch, Sioux Empire United Way, Voyage Federal Credit Union,
ZenBusiness

SPOTLIGHTS ($1+)

See all TPP friends, sponsors, and donors by visiting our website. Every single one
of you makes this season possible. Thank you!

Sponsor a show today at thepremiereplayhouse.com/sponsorships!



605-444-4266 « dadagastropub.com
all ages « tues - sat « open at 4pm




From work days to weekends, we bake scrumptious
cookies that are sure to make every day sweeter!

With over 20 flavors of cookies baked fresh
daily, we can satisfy your sweet tooth and
celebration needs! We also serve gluten-friendly
cookies, brownies, ice cream, ice cream treats,
and can cater any size celebration!

Call 605-275-0060 o##*T

or Order Online! T =

.

COOKIES

701 N Phillips Ave, Suite 120
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
siouxfallscookies.com @




THE PREMIERE PLAYHOUSE

would like to take this opportunity to
express our extreme gratitude to

SOUTH DAKOTA
PREMIER Bankcard ARTS COUNCIL
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NIGHT'S DREAM



A Note From The Managing Artistic Director O

Welcome to The Premiere Playhouse’s production of A Midsummer
Night's Dream! We are thrilled to share this beloved Shakespearean
comedy with you, reimagined through the artistry of our vibrant
local theatre community. This production is a testament to the
power of collaboration — an adaptation infused with original music
and dynamic movement, all crafted by talented artists who call this
community home.

A Midsummer Night's Dream is a story of transformation, love, and
the magic that unfolds when worlds collide in unexpected ways. It
is a celebration of the whimsical and the profound, the humorous
and the heartfelt. We have embraced this spirit in our production,
breathing new life into Shakespeare’s timeless text with a uniquely
contemporary perspective.

This performance would not be possible without the extraordinary
dedication of our performers, musicians and production team. Their
creativity, passion, and commitment — both on and off stage — have
brought this vision to life in a way that is truly special. To each of them,
| extend my deepest gratitude.

We are deeply grateful to our generous sponsors, whose support
allows us to continue creating opportunities for artists and audiences
to engage with live theatre. A heartfelt thank you to First Premier
Bank & Premier Bankcard, the South Dakota Arts Council, Randy &
Ann Cowan, Sanford Health, Culver’s, and Results Townsquare Media.
Your beliefinthelocal arts strengthens our ability to enrich the cultural
fabric of our community.

And finally, to you, our audience — thank you for being here. Your
steadfast support of local performing arts is what makes productions
like this possible. Theatre is a shared experience, and your presence
completes the magic. We hope that tonight’s performance brings you
joy, sparks your imagination, and reminds you of the wonder that can
be found in the stories we tell together.

Enjoy the show,

Oliver Mayes
Managing Artistic Director
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Director’s Note O

| am truly delighted that my first opportunity to direct a production with The
Premiere Playhouse is A Midsummer Night's Dream. It is at once heartfelt, witty,
complex, brilliant, stupid, and all of the beautiful things in between. One of William
Shakespeare’s most popular and frequently produced plays, it was thought to
have been commissioned for an aristocratic wedding. This makes sense because
it is perhaps the ultimate romantic comedy for all times. The characters in this
show fall in and out of love, thanks to some mischievous fairies. The play walks a
tightrope of hilarity and tragedy when navigating these wild swings in characters’
feelings and fortunes. When Lysander says, “The course of true love never did run
smooth”, it is a good reminder that love is not easy, but it is so worth it. True love
will always win out.

The works of William Shakespeare have been a crucial and integral part of my
artistic, academic, and personal life. The first time | was ever involved with a
Shakespeare play was in my sophomore year of college when we performed, you
guessed it, A Midsummer Night's Dream. | had seen Shakespeare performances,
on stage and screen, and read his works before, but was so tremendously
transported by my first-hand experience that | knew | would never look back. |
have had the great fortune of acting in over a dozen Shakespeare plays (thanks
in large part to my great relationship with the fabulous people at Bare Bodkins
Theatre Company), as well as directing his works a handful of times. | directed As
You Like It for my M.F.A. thesis project, which was a thrill in itself. Every time | work
on a Shakespeare production, | find new things that continually inspire and enrich
me in ways imperceptible before | started the process. The same is true with this
production.

Oneof my greatjoysisbeing able to share my passion for theatre and Shakespeare
with so many excellent people over so many years. This stupendous cast and
crew have been absolutely electric to work with. Setting aside the immense
talent each member of the cast, crew, and production team has to offer, they are
also all incredible human beings. They have shared such kindness and warmth
throughout the process at every turn, truly creating and fostering a supportive,
welcoming atmosphere for all to be themselves and be accepted. A question that
has been debated for centuries is whether Shakespeare’s plays are considered
to be of his time or for all time. Are they relics of the past that are antiquated,
or are they alive and ever-changing? | am of the opinion that we can settle this
debate by proclaiming that Shakespeare’s work is for all time. When we perform
Shakespeare, the words feel as new today as they felt 430 years ago. The text
comes alive, and vibrantly dances through space. His work does not exclude,
but rather it welcomes. His works are for all times. For all audiences. His themes
are universal, his characters indelible, his words undeniable. It is the ability to
transpose his plays into time periods and locations outside of the original settings
that make them so easily adaptable and shareable. To that end, it has been an
honor to work on this production so as to help share it with you. | hope you enjoy

the show!

Jeff Larsen
Stage Director



MIGHTY CORSON ART PLAYERS PRESENTS
SEASON 42

WOMEN PLAYING HAMLET
APRIL 4-13

Hamlet is a challenge for any actor, but when
Jessica is cast as the titular character in a
New York production, it sends her into an
existential tailspin. It doesn't help that her
acting coach is borderline abusive, or that

every Starbucks barista with an MFA tells her
she's too young for the role. Or that she's

somehow managed to make Sir Patrick

Stewart her nemesis. Not to mention the fact

that she's a woman. How can Jessica figure

out "to be or not to be," when she can't even
figure out herself?

Where Your Trausformation Begis!
JOIN NOW AND LOSE YOUR
NEXT 10LBS FAST!

CENTRAL: 3324 § DULUTH AVE. 57105
WEST: 8501 W 26TH ST. 57106
WWW.605FITBODY.COM
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The Athenians

Theseus
Hippolyta
Hermia
Helena
Lysander
Demetrius
Egeus

Philostrate

Woodlin Smith

Morgan Holien

Alex Newcomb Weiland
Ceil Stoll

lan Ward

Joshua Werre

Frica Stahl

Kjersti Olson

The Mechanicals

Peter Quince
Nick Bottom
Francis Flute
Snug

Tom Snout

Robin Starveling

Leigh Spencer
Devin Basart

Mike Richards
Ryan Harrison
Grace Kjelden

Jordan Doss



Oberon
Titania

Puck

The Fairy
Peaseblossom
Cobweb

Moth
Mustardseed

Fairies

Tom Roberts
Nancy Tapken
Kale Hellman
Ebony Shanklin
Mal Lukomski
Luke Humke
Charlie Ellingson
Laurel Holcomb

Melissa Prostrollo
Allegra Sekely

effervescent
VOICE ACADEMY

Bubbly and fun voice lessons near you!
427 N. Minnesota Ave. - Sioux Falls, SD
€ Jfryvoice.com



“One of America’s boldest orchestrds:” -

SDSO

SOUTH DAKOTA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
DELTA DAVID GIER, MUSIC DIRECTOR

2024-25 SEASON

October 5 - April 27

SYMPHONIE ACELTIC GIANTS IN
FANTASTIQUE CELEBRATION THEEARTH

& MORE!

TICKETS
ON SALE
NOW

ORDER YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
SDSYMPHONY.ORG 605-731-2440




Production Team O

Paint & Properties Coordinator
Production Manager
Sound & Lighting Designer

Costume, Hair & Makeup
Designer

Electrician

Production Coordinator
Composer & Music Director
Stage Director

Scenic Designer

Assistant Director & Assistant
Stage Manager

Choreographer
Stage Manager
Producer & Casting Director

Head Carpenter

Deck Crew

Mic Wrangler & Deck Crew
Sound Board Operator
Wardrobe Crew

Light Board Operator

Abby Kustak
Alex Newcomb Weiland
Alex Pikiben

Brittney Lewis

Chelsea Chapman
Jamie Bowden
Janice Gilbert

Jeff Larsen

Jill Clark

Joseph Karnof

Leigh Spencer
Michelle Smith
Oliver Mayes

Pierce Humke

Elizabeth Wintering
Jamie Bowden
Jimmy Mclain
Nick Blau

Bob Nelson
Audrey Simmons
Anna Crawford

Jessica Johannsen
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JASON LYLE
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OF STAGE SIOUX FALLS
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2024

MUSIKARAVAN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2024

HOLIDAY FOR
FIDDLERS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2024

BACHELORS OF
BROADWAY
FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 2025

GOOD SHOT JUDY
PRESENTS A
CENTURY OF SWING
MONDAY, MAY 12, 2025
—~— 0
CONCERTS AT THE WASHINGTON PAVILION
FIVE CONCERTS AT $175 BEFORE JUNE 15 / $205 AFTER

SINGLE CONCERT TICKETS AVAILABLE JUNE 15 - $48.50 EACH
CONTACT THE BOX OFFICE FOR TICKETS 605.731.2422
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Books e Stationary « Jewelery « Toys « Bodycare «Vintage & More

3900 W 12th Street 1002 S Hillside Drive
Sioux Falls, SD 57107 Sioux Falls, SD 57110

ALWAYS AFFORDABLE" PRICES - HIGHEST STANDARDS - ONLY 100% ORGANIC PRODUCE
ABC RENTALS
Here to Help.
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WE PARTY TOO!

3009 S Phillips Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57105

Come see us and

¢ |
say ‘hello’ ABC RENTALS

Special, Events

2601 S LOUISE AVE SUITE 300
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57106




O About The Show

This production will play in two acts, both running approximately 1 hour, with a
15 minute intermissio between each act.

SYNOPSIS

A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a play written by the infamous
English playwright, William Shakespeare. The play is a comedy
and has three main plot lines: the confusedrelationships among
four lovers, a conflict between a fairy king and queen, and a
group of amateur actors rehearsing a play. The story follows
the lovers Hermia and Lysander as they attempt to elope but
are dogged by Demetrius, in love with Hermia, and Helena, in
love with Demetrius. The play explores the capricious, dream-
like, and sometimes ridiculous nature of love.

COURTESY POLICY

* The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual
recordings of this production and distributing recordings or streams in
any medium, including the internet, is strictly prohibited, a violation of the
author(s)’'s rights, and actionable under United States copyright law.

* Please turn off or silence all electronic devices

* Please make sure that when you parked your car, you paid attention to all
posted warnings. If you do not adhere to the posted warnings, your car may
be towed at your own expense.

* Enjoytheshowandpleasehelp spreadthe news about this production. Share
with others on Facebook and Instagram and be sure to tag The Premiere
Playhouse!

MERCHANDISE

We have limited edition Premiere Playhouse merchandise available in the
lobby! Please stop by our tables for special deals. All items will also be
available on our website after the production has ended.

www.thepremiereplayhouse.com/shop
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you to make smarter investment decisions.

www.marketbeat.com
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Culver’s of Sioux Falls, SD
2509 S Louise Ave
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Meet The Cast

Alex Newcomb Weiland / Hermia

Alex (she/her) is excited to be back onstage and in one of her favorite
shows! Alex has been onstage recently in MLTC’s production of Lungs and
TPP’s production of HAIR as Shelia Franklin. During the day, she works as the
Production and Education Manager at TPP. She wants to thank her parents,
siblings and extended family for their continued enthusiasm in her theatrical
endeavors and her cat pack, Nathan and Mikey, for their love, support and
understanding for the late nights! Enjoy the show & believe in LOVE!

Allegra Sekely /A Fairy

Allegra (she/her) is Elated to be back with TPP for her 8th production at the
Orpheum. Her last appearance being in HAIR, The Little Mermaid, and The
Premiere Premieres. She is usually working as Nurse for Interim Healthcare,
but her true love is for music and acting. Allegra would like to thank her loving
husband Andrew for always supporting her passions and encouraging her to
continue to strive for greatness! What mystical creature will she attempt next!

Ceil Stoll / Helena

Ceil (they/them) is thrilled and honored to return to the Orpheum stage for
their first foray into Shakespeare as Helena! You may have seen them most
recently asMagentain The Premiere Playhouse’s shadow casting of The Rocky
B Horror Picture Show, or as Ado Annie in The Premiere Playhouse’s production
of Oklahoma! When they aren’t on stage, you can find them in the classroom as
apreschool teacher. Ceil would like to thank their fiancé, lan, theirroommates,
their friends, and all of their parents and siblings for their deeply appreciated
love and support.

Charlie Ellingson / Moth

Charlie is returning to the The Premiere Playhouse stage in Shakespeare’s A
Midsummer Night's Dream. He’s excited to share the fun and whimsical show
with everyone. Playing the faerie, Moth, Charlie hopes to bring some fun and
music to the show with the rest of the faerie choirl And he hopes that everyone
has as much fun in the audience as we have on stage! Charlie would like to
thank his family, friends, and roommates for their shared appreciation of
theater and whimsy.

Devin Basart / Nick Bottom

Devin (he/him) is making his Premiere Playhouse debut with A Midsummer
Night’'s Dream after a brief hiatus from SECT. This will also be his first
Shakespeare role as well (always the bridesmaid, never the bride....until now).
He has been in recent productions with the Olde Towne Dinner Theatre such
as Lady Bracknellin The Importance of Being Earnest, Audrey Il in Little Shop of
Horrors, and Robert in Boeing Boeing. He is super grateful and thankful for the
wonderful support of his parents of whom this will be their first Shakespeare
as well (he does give them full permission to skidaddle off to Wiley’s if needed
and will meet them afterwards :)



Meet The Cast

Ebony Shanklin / The Fairy

Ebony (she/her) is thrilled to be making her return to The Premiere Playhouse
stage doing her 2nd Shakespeare production ever playing a fairy called The
Fairy! Past Premiere Playhouse productions include HAIR (Dionne) and Grease
(Marty). She hopes her mom really enjoys this production! Love yal!

Erica Stahl /Egeus

Erica (she/her) is enthralled to return to the TPP stage for this production of A
Midsummer Night's Dream. You may have seen her debut as Grandma Helene in
Freaky Friday. She thanks the cast and crew for being such continual bringers
of joy! As aformer English teacher, Ericais excited to share this quintessential
Shakespearean comedy with audiences and reminds them to embrace the
humor and laugh out loud! Thanks to her family for supporting her enjoyment
of community theatre.

Grace Kjelden / Tom Snout

Grace (she/her) is excited to be reprising the role of Snout! She played thisrole
in the South Dakota Shakespeare Festival’s 2019 production of A Midsummer
Night's Dream. This is Grace’s eighth production with the playhouse, and she &
is excited to be back on the Orpheum stage. Outside of theater, she’s an EA at |
Whittier Middle School who likes to color, read, and sing in her free time. She
hopes you enjoy this magical production!

lan Ward / Lysander

lan (he/him) is thrilled to be in his first Shakespeare production! He isreturning
to The Premiere Playhouse after having arollicking good time in Oklahoma!He
would like to thank his family, roommates, and his fiancée Ceil.

Jordan Doss / Robin Starveling

Jordan (she/her) is happy to be back on stage after along hiatus. By day, she
is a pediatric oncologist. She is super thankful to her husband, Patrick, for
graciously exchanging the swamp for the tundra so she could be closer to her
family (hi mom!).




In Memoriam

Theamarie Hagemann

1968-2024

Thea loved the theatre, the experiences on stage and off; the fun of playing.

She was a beautiful light.




HOT kNl

10%.7 L COUNTRER 1122

today’s hottest music!

“REAL COUNTRY VARIETY" E=-r '—' 102. 3FM
mmom T AM13e%® KSOO

Many Locally Owned Businesses Use
B

,@mff@ townsquare =
\ KADIO QDIGITALEVIDED 2EVENTo4

As Their Primary Marketing Partner

“Advertising Works When You Have
The RIGHT STRATEGY, The RIGHT
TACTICS and The RIGHT CREATIVE!”

Scan The QR Code to
Watch These Testimonials

GreatLIFE.

Golf &Fitness Club

07 GMCe

ggﬂ e ':ggggﬁ K. SCANHERE

ssssssssss




Meet The Cast

Joshua Werre / Demetrius

Josh is excited to be making his Premiere Playhouse debut with A Midsummer
Night's Dream. Having graduated with a BA in Theatre and Media at the
University of Sioux Falls in 2023, Josh is thrilled to return to the stage as
Demetrius. He would like to thank all who have made this production possible
and all those in attendance. We hope you enjoy the show!

Kale Hellman / Puck

How now, spirits! Kale is delighted to be back on stage! They earned their BA
in Theatre and English from Augustana University where they once played
Lysander. You may recognize Kale from TPP’s productions of Cinderella and
Bl Comfortably Single or Bare Bodkins Theatre Co’s productions of Much Ado
fl About Nothing, The Tempest, and Twelfth Night. They would like to thank their
friends and family for their support, especially their partner Caleb for being
the BEST off-stage scene partner.

Kjersti Olson / Philostrate

Kjerstiis thrilled to be returning to the Premiere Playhouse stage as part of this
magical romp of a show! A Midsummer Night's Dream is one of the first plays
she ever saw live, and she is delighted to be performing in it for the second
time. She would like to thank her family, her roommates, and this wonderful
cast and crew for their support and joy during this process!

Laurel Holcomb / Mustardseed

Laurel (any pronouns) couldn’t ask for a better return to the stage and debut
with TPP than to jump into the world of Shakespeare! They are a longtime
enjoyer of whimsy, with a BA in Theatre and Communications from USF and
countless creative hobbies including but not limited to sewing, fiber arts,
foamcraft and miniature painting. Laurel is forever grateful to their friends,
family, and four dogs. And you! Thank you for supporting local art!

Leigh Spencer / Peter Quince

Leigh has been a Shakespeare fangirl since the late 1900s and has thoroughly
enjoyed her first opportunity to be involved in one of the Bard’s plays! This
is her eighth production with TPP, as a playwright, a choreographer, and a
performer (usually dancing in the ensemble and moving furniture). Outside
of the theater, Leigh is usually outside: traveling, birding, and writing. Thanks
| to my family, friends, and staff for listening to me talk about theater way too
much!




Meet The Cast

Luke Humke / Cobweb

Luke is thrilled to live the dream as Cobweb in Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night's Dream! Seen in recent productions such as HAIR and Freaky Friday with
The Premiere Playhouse and Ernst with Good Night Theater Collective, Luke
has been performing alongside his family and friends since he was out the |
womb. Catch him in TPP’s upcoming performance of 9 to 5! He would like to
thank his family for inspiration and unending supportin all aspects of life.

Mal Lukomski / Peaseblossom

Mal (he/they) is so excited to be returing to The Premiere Playhouse Stage for
A Midsummer Night's Dream! You've likely heard his work as Sound Designer
for The Little Mermaid, A Christmas Carol, and The Glass Menagerie. They are
excited to be performing again and especially returning to their first ever
Shakespeare play. Mal would like to thank his family, friends, and community
for their endless support.

Melissa Prostrollo /A Fairy

Melissa (she/her) is excited to return to The Premiere Playhouse stage after |
first appearing in Leigh Spencer’s Comfortably Single last year. She has also |
recently appeared in A Sherlock Carol at Mighty Corson Art Players and Little
Shop of Horrors at Olde Towne Dinner Theatre. She would like to thank the
rest of the cast and crew, her family, friends, coworkers and especially her
boyfriend, Mike, for their support of her theater antics.

Mike Richards / Francis Flute

Mike (he/him) sincerely hopes you enjoy the show! He is incredibly proud of
this amazing cast and crew and the small part he has in it and is enormously
appreciative of everyone who supports him, especially you Melissa! But more
than that, he wants you all to know you are loved and he hopes that you can
spread that love to those around you! Please be kind and considerate of
others. For as the Bard wrote, “How far that little candle throws its beams! So
shines a good deed in a naughty world.”

Morgan Holien / Hippolyta

Morgan is delighted to be in Athens with an amazing cast and crew! Since
acting in her first Shakespeare production in 2016, Morgan has been eager
to work on more of the Bard’s portfolio. Midsummer has been a blessing! She
would like to thank the production team for their guidance, her family and
friends for their support, and her backpack for not falling apart while it held
three separate productions for two months!




Meet The Cast

Nancy Tapken / Titania

Nancy co-founded Broad Cast Theatre (2019-2023) and founded Theatre Lab
in 2024. She has performed with most local theatres and is a past president
of the MCAP board. Some favorite past shows are Theatre Lab’s inaugural
production of Other Desert Cities, Lombardi, God of Carnage, They Promised
| Her the Moon, Love and Information, and of course, Broadly Speaking...and
Other B.S. which she co-wrote. Thanks to Jeff and this fun, kind cast for a great
experience!

Ryan Harrison /Snug

Ryan G. Harrison (he/him) is back with The Premiere Playhouse for another
great show! Previously he appeared on stage for The Odd Couple, The Little
Mermaid, The Glass Menagerie, and HAIR. Ryan has also appeared on stage at
Olde Towne Dinner Theatre multiple times. Ryan has loved to be on stage for
all of these performances and looks forward to many more to come! Special
shout out to Ryan’s family for supporting his theatre dreams!

Tom Roberts / Oberon

Tom portrayed Scrooge in TPP’s production of A Christmas Carol in 2021, '22,
and '23. This past year he performed with Monstrous Little Theatre Company
and with The Good Night Theatre Collective. His theatre experience spans 45
years as an actor, director, performing arts educator, producer, and writer.
Recently retired, Tom enjoys spending time with family and friends. He is
grateful for this opportunity to perform for the first time in a Shakespeare play.

Woodlin Smith / Theseus

Woodlin (he/him) is very excited and grateful for his debut performance
with TPP! He hopes that you have as much fun watching the show as he does
performing in it! When he is not ruling Athens, he moonlights as a software
engineer at Sanford Health. He would like to thank his fiancée Kailey for her
love and support, the cast and crew for being ajoy to work with, and his dog
Sokka for being himself!
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Production Team

Alex Pikiben / Sound & Lighting Designer

Alex is stoked to be designing for Premiere Playhouse again. He loves to work with his fellow USD
alums. He is coming back to Premiere Playhouse after sound designing for HAIRin 2024. He is currently
a professor of lights/sound at Truman State University. He wants to thanks his wonderful partner AP
and hopes you will enjoy this tale from the Bard.

Free Palestine

Janice Gilbert /Composer & Music Director

Janice (she/her) is honored to have been asked to create music for this amazing production! This
is her first project with The Premiere Playhouse. Janice is a high school choir director at Tea Area
High School, a frequent performer with The Good Night Theatre Collective, and a performing singer-
songwriter. She would like to thank her husband, Tim, and her son, Dawson, for their never-ending
patience, support, and understanding when she’s busy creating.

Jeff Larsen /Director

Jeff (he/him) is excited to be directing his first production with The Premiere Playhouse. He received
his B.A. in Theatre and Philosophy from Augustana University, and his M.F.A. in Directing from the
University of South Dakota. You may have seen him performing Shakespeare with Bare Bodkins
Theatre Company for the past 10 seasons. He would like to thank Sarah and Caspian for their love and
support throughout this process!

Joseph Karnof / Assistant Director, Assistant Stage Manager

Joseph (he/him) is back as assistant director and assistant stage manager for this wonderful
Shakespeare play. He was recently on stage as QT for the Premiere Premieres back in February. He
would like to thank his girlfriend Samantha Huntimer for her continued support has Joseph has done
two shows back to back!

Michelle Smith / Stage Manager

Michelle is glad to be back on the headset for another great show. Once upon a time Michelle stage
managed for a number of regional theatres in the San Francisco bay area. In real life Michelle is a
realtor at Remax and enjoys spending time with her husband and 3 rescue pitbulls Honey, Hank, and
Sweetie Pie.



O The Premiere Playhouse Team

Managing Artistic Director Oliver Mayes

Production & Education Manager Alex Newcomb

Weiland

Facilities & Scene Shop Foreman Pierce Humke

Administrative Finance Supervisor Amber Sumner

Production & Education Coordinator Abby Kustak

Costume Shop Manager & Brittney Lewis
Development Associate

Scenic & Technical Supervisor Jill Clark

Web & Media Developer Chris Berke

O Board of Directors

President

Vice President of Governance
Vice President of Operations
Treasurer

Secretary

Directors

Past President

Tammi Waltjer-Haverly
Thomas Kapusta
Scott Ostman

Sarah Tuntland

Kelly Boyd

John Schlimgen
Clinton Store
Lary B. Etten
Mary McClung
Kent Hartsuiker
Pedro Assis
Casey Kustak

Rick Weiland
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July 7 - 19, 2025 July 21 - August 2, 2025
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Summer
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Intensive

Late July/Early August, 2025

(All abilities, ages 10 - 25) (Ages 15 - 18)

REGISTER TODAY!

Registration information on our summer
education programs can be found on
www.thepremiereplayhouse.com.




General Admission: $35 Senior Price: $30
Student Price: $15 Group Rates: 10% off 10+
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